DAUGHTERS    OF    QUEEN   VICTORIA

bride without a word of English to her tongue, and
after eighteen months of marriage she had been left
a widow with a daughter, who, as it soon became
certain, would be Queen of England. Her brothers-
in-law disliked the Duchess personally, they were
jealous of her and of her fatherless child, and instead
of attempting to conciliate them or behaving as was
befitting the mother of a little girl between whom
and the throne there still stood two of her uncles,
she gave herself airs of ludicrous self-importance, as
if she was the mother of the Queen already, and
responded to their dislike with petty defiances.
More especially was this the case when the irascible
Duke of Clarence succeeded his brother as William IV*
She neglected no opportunity of enraging him. She
would not answer the Lord Chamberlain's enquiry
as to whom she wished to have as her page at his
Coronation, and when on the third application, the
King countersigned this polite request, she discovered
that his brothers were to take precedence of her
and Victoria and declined to go at all ; Victoria,
she said, could not stand the fatigue, and she took
her down to Sir John Conroy's cottage at Osborne
in the Isle of Wight, where Victoria, who had set
her heart on going to the Coronation, cried her eyes
out. The King offered her the use of the Royal
Yacht: she did not even thank him, but used the
yacht freely, sailing about in the Solent and the
Channel Ships of the Royal Navy always fired a
salute when a member of the Royal Family was on
board, and these poppings of guns became so inces-
sant that the Admiralty politely asked her to waive